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or whether that instruction should be imparted to them by a translation of the holy books into their own language, it' oliedi ence to the will of (Jon be necessary to happiness, and knowledge of his will be necessary to obedience, I know not how he that with holds this knowledge, or delays it, can be said to love* his neighbour as himself. Me that voluntarily continues ignorance, is guilty of all the crimes which ignorance produces; as to him that should extinguish the tapers of a light-house, might justly be imputed the calamities of shipwrecks. Christianity is the highest perfection of humanity; and as no man is good but as lie wishes the good of others, no man can be good in the highest degree who wishes nut to others the largest measures of the greatest good. To omit for a year, or for a day, the most efficacious method of advancing Christianity, in compliance with any purposes that terminate on this side of the grave, is a crime of which 1 know not that the world has yet had an example, except in the practice of the plant ers of America1, a race of mortals whom, I suppose, no other man wishes to resemble3.
'The Papists have, indeed, denied to the laity the use oi' the bible; but this prohibition, in few places now very rigorously en forced, is defended by arguments, which have for their foundation the care of souls. To obscure, upon motives merely political, the light of revelation, is. a practice, reserved for the reformed; and, surely, the blackest midnight of popery is meridian sunshine to such a reformation. 1 am not very willing that any language should be totally extinguished. The similitude and derivation oi languages afford the most indubitable proof of the (radnrtion of nations, and the genealogy of mankind8. They add often physical certainty to historical evidence; and often supply the only evidence of ancient migrations, and of the, revolutions of ages which left no written monuments behind them.
1 A gentleman, writing from Virginia to John Wesley, in 1751!, about the need of educating the negro slaves in religion, nayn : 'Their masters generally neglect them, as though immortality wus not the privilege of their souls in common with their own.1 Wenlpy's /<»///•//<//, ii, 288. But much nearer home Johnson might have fount! thin criminal enforcement of ignorance. Burke, writing in 17;^, about the IrMi, accuses the legislature of 'condemning a million ami n half of people to ignorance, according to act of parliament,' Murko'.s (.r»/'m, ii. i^.\.
3 See^w/, March 21, 1775, um' Appendix.
3 Johnson said very findy:   ' Languages are the {>edigm« of mi tions.'   Boswcll's Hebrides, Sept. 18, 1773.
' Kvrrvnecessaries ; un then, lie hiiid, he ^ »»ul«l afford it, which he might not be so well able to do when the iuiui.it want came; in consequence of which method, he had a ttu^idnutilr supply of necessary articles lying by him, be-*uir what w;i* i$t u-ir,
